Successful experiences of ABO-incompatible adult living donor liver transplantation in a single institute: no immunological failure in 10 consecutive cases.
ABO-incompatible (ABOi) adult living donor liver transplantation (ALDLT) is a feasible therapeutic option for countries with a scarcity of deceased donors. This report presents our initial experiences in ABOi ALDLT in 10 patients between December 2008 and September 2009. The mean age of recipients was 48.5 ± 5.7 years (range, 40-54 years). The mean Model for End-stage Liver-Disease score was 13.9 ± 4.0 (range, 9-22). All patients were administered preoperative rituximab once and plasma exchanges according to the hemagglutinin titer. The spleen was preserved in all cases. For local infusion therapy, hepatic arterial infusion was performed in 9 patients and portal vein infusion in 1 subject. The 10 patients experienced no in-hospital mortality. At a mean follow-up period of 31.8 ± 2.9 months (range, 4.1-34.9 months), 1 patient has died (postoperative month 4 due to sepsis following a biliary stricture. The 3-month patient and graft survivals were 100%, and 1- and 2-year survivals, 90.0%. There was no episode of antibody-mediated rejection. The promising results of our initial experience may have been due to the use of preoperative rituximab and the good preoperative conditions of the patients.